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Where have all the penitents gone?

Rev, Paul A. Wickens
St Venantius, Orange

The Gospel for Dec. 7 is taken from Mark 1
varses 1-8,

Essential to the Christian life and ultimate salva-

tice of virtyous repentance. It's as

unnhﬂum:

simple as -~ we must have our sins forgiven.
When GK. Chesterson became a Catholic, his
friends asked him why. His mvk answer, 1
wanted to have my sins forgiven.'

St John the preached the necesaity of re-
pentance, and this included the confession of sins
Later on, during His public life, Christ instituted
seven sacruments, one of them the sacrament of
pre:m "anmmu?tysnm Whase sins you
shall forgive, are ven: whose sina you
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dwzlm . the Aposiles
(the first priests) o know nature and
[roquency of the sing commitied.

How important is the confession of sins?
Would not it be sufficient to state simply, 'l am a

sinner,” and let it go at that? No, it would pol. Christ
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(Mherwise antidotes,
ment and atonement, will not be effective
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les, to insist that the spiritusl decline has o

do with the “Changes ' Wessed more changes
orais say.
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